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NOTTINGHAM CITY COUNCIL

SCHOOLS FORUM

MINUTES of meeting held on 24 April 2014 at Loxley House from 1.50 pm to

4.06 pm
School

Primary Governors (3)

Janet Molyneux

Ed Williams

Rise Park Primary
Dovecote Primary

Primary Head Teachers (5)
Carol Barker

Shaun Farrington

Judith Kemplay

Terry Smith

Alison Tones

Woodlands

Burford Primary
Melbury Primary
Greenfields Community
Rufford Primary

Secondary Head Teachers or Governors (3)
Sally Coulton (Head) Ellis Guilford

Nursery Head Teacher or Governor (1)

Bev Angell (Governor) Nottingham Nursery
Pupil Referral Unit (PRU) (1)
Angie Mindel Lead Officer for PRUs

Primary Academy Head Teacher or Governor (10)

Jo Bradley (Head) Blue Bell Hill Primary
Dean Pomeroy (Head) Warren Primary

Mark Precious (Head) Old Basford

Moira Dales (Head) Our Lady and St Edward’s
Tony Simpson (Governor) St Patrick’s Primary
James Strawbridge (Governor) Glapton Primary

Secondary Academy Head Teacher or Governor (4)

Linda Abbott (Governor) Bulwell
Carol Fearria (Head) Emmanuel
Mike McKeever (Head) Trinity
Ann Witheford (Head) Fernwood

Early Years (3)
Kathryn Bouchlaghem
Gary Holmes

Early Years Manager
Stepping Stones Day Nursery

Special School Head Teacher or Governor (1)
No representative currently

14-19 (1)
No representative currently

Unions (1 collective vote)

Susi Artis NUT
Maggie Proctor NASUWT
David Wand Unison

indicates present at meeting

EIP

Aspire
Clifton

West 8
Sherwood
K2S
Central
Bulwell

Ellis Guilford

Central

EPIC
Aspire/EPIC
Ellis Guilford
Beckett
Beckett
Clifton

Bulwell
Emmanuel
Cluster
Trinity
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Substitutes in attendance

Charlotte Malik (for Carol Barker)
Chris Skeats (for Shaun Farrington)

Colleagues, partners and others in attendance

Alistair Conquer
Sara Brighouse

Education Partnerships
Family Community Teams

N N N N N

Jane Daffé - School Access and Improvement Children and Adults
Jonny Kirk - Access to Learning

Tim O’Neill - Family Community Teams

Julia Homes - Finance Support )

Ceri Walters - Finance Support ) Corporate Services
Laura Wilson - Constitutional Services )

38 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Linda Abbott

Carol Barker

Kathryn Bouchlaghem
Jo Bradley

Moria Dales

Shaun Farrington
Dean Pomeroy

Lucy Savage

Ed Williams

39 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

None
40 MINUTES

The Forum confirmed the minutes of the meeting held on 13 February 2014 as a
correct record and they were signed by the Chair.

41  WORK PROGRAMME

Laura Wilson, Clerk to the Forum, updated the work programme at the meeting to:

(@) defer the report of Effective Early Assessment for Children in Schools to the
next meeting of Forum;

(b) correct the Budget monitoring statement scheduled to 2014/15 instead of
2013/14;

(c) include the outturn report for 2013/14;

(d) note the possibility of a report on High Needs Funding block.



Schools Forum - 24.04.14

42

SCHOOLS BUDGET 2014/15

Ceri Walters, Finance Business Partner, Children and Adults, introduced her report
detailing the Schools Budget for 2014/15, which has been prepared in line with
parameters agreed at Schools Forum and financial regulations issued by the
Department for Education (DfE). The Forum had previously discussed this at its 13
January 2014 meeting (minute 29).

The following comments were made during the discussion:

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

()

the detail on the High Needs Block will be included in a separate report to the
Forum;

the impact of the Children’s and Families Bill can be linked to the High Needs
Block report for July;

summer schools funding is for secondary schools only and remains at £250
per eligible pupil;

there are concerns surrounding schools delivering the increase in Free School
Meals (FSM) for all Year 1 and 2 pupils with limited kitchen facilities. It may
also affect Pupil Premium figures as it is allocated to schools based on FSM,;

parents may still apply for FSM as those entitled to them also get a uniform
allowance and free milk;

a number of schools have received additional kitchen equipment during the
Easter holidays to cope with the increase in pupils having FSM and plans are
in place to expand some kitchens;

there is an element of unfairness with some schools receiving additional
funding for split site catering costs when other schools have managed it
without requesting funding;

there is a need for a funding formula review. The allocation of additional
funding for split site catering costs is a short term solution as the schools
would previously have had 2 kitchen allocations and now receive one as they
have become a primary school rather than a separate infant and junior school;

the use of reserves to support split site catering should only be agreed for
2013/14 and not for 2014/15 as well.

RESOLVED

(1)

for the Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) to note:

(@) that the value of the 2014/15 DSG schools budget is £228.310
million;

(b) the allocation of the Schools and Early Years budget totalling
£203.009 million, as set out in Table 7 in paragraph 5.3 of the
report;
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(2)

3)

(4)

43

(c) that the allocation to the High Needs Block will form part of a
separate report;

(d) that any unallocated DSG will be transferred to the Statutory
Schools Reserve (SSR), as detailed in paragraph 5.6 of the report;

(e) thevalue of the SSR at 1 April 2014 is currently estimated to be
£4.270 million, as detailed in paragraph 5.9 of the report, with risks
valued at £3.916 million, as detailed in paragraph 5.10 of the
report;

for Pupil Premium to note:

(@ the allocation of Pupil Premium, approximately £19.1 million, to
schools in accordance with the grant conditions detailed in
paragraph 2.7 of the report;

(b)  the allocation of Summer Schools funding and Year 7 Catch Up
Premium grant to schools, noting that the actual figure will be
based on actual activity confirmed by the DfE;

to approve the use of reserve to support split site catering costs in
2013/14 totalling £0.083;

to approve the principle associated with reserve underspends at the end
of 2013/14, as set out in paragraph 5.9.

REVISED MEMBERSHIP AND CONSTITUTION FOR NOTTINGHAM CITY

SCHOOLS FORUM

Alistair Conquer, Head of Education Partnerships, introduced his report detailing the
changes to the Schools Forum constitution and membership for approval by the
Forum for implementation from September 2014. The Forum had previously
discussed this at its 13 February 2014 meeting (minute 35).

The following comments were made during the discussion:

(@)
(b)

(©)

(d)

()

(f)

18 is a small number for membership and may not be representative;

the meetings of Forum are public so can be attended by any interested party.
Non members will not be able to vote on matters but may be able to speak at
the discretion of the Chair;

the revised structure can be reviewed at the end of the first year;

the unions feel that they should have two votes — one to represent teachers
and one to represent support staff;

members have to be balanced and if the union votes are increased other
membership categories would also have to be increased,;

all consultation responses on the revisions have been addressed in Appendix
2 of the report;
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(9) elections for the new membership will be held between now and the end of
term and the timeline for the elections will be included when nominations are
requested.

RESOLVED to approve:

(1) the changes to the membership of the Schools Forum from September
2013, as detailed on page 4 of the constitution;

(2) therevised constitution, noting the revised election procedures for
members, for implementation from September 2014, as detailed in
Appendix 3 of the report;

(3) therevised meeting cycle of 6 meetings per academic year from
September 2014.

44  PRE-16 ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (EAL) PROVISION

Jane Daffé, Senior Achievement Consultant, introduced her report detailing
proposals to end the external provision for Year 11 EAL and to deliver the same
services through EAL specialists in the Identity, Diversity and EAL (IDEAL) Team at
the Djanogly City Academy site. The Forum had previously discussed this at its 21
March 2013 meeting (minute 38).

The following comments were made during discussion:
(@) pupils are also accepted at the end of Year 10;

(b) progress is currently restricted as most pupils tend to continue in post 16 EAL
courses at Central College;

(c) the service would welcome working with more mainstream schools to give
students experience;

(d)  working with more mainstream schools would enable the size of the cohort to
be increased,

(e) it is important to look at the outcomes for EAL students across the City to
ensure that resources are focussed in the right places.

RESOLVED to

(1) approve not renewing the contract with Central College at the end of the
2013/14 academic year (July 2014), noting that the contract is annually
renewable and a maximum of £149,000 is set aside for the external
provision;

(2) note the required funding estimated at £110,000 in the first year (2014/15)
for the Djanogly based provision which will be planned, managed and
part-delivered by EAL specialists with the IDEAL Team, School Access
and Improvement. Noting that the target is to reduce this in subsequent
years as the initial set-up costs will only be required in the first year and

5
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the allocated funding will cover staffing, administration, premises,
resources and curriculum materials;

(3) note the requirement to recruit additional experienced staff member(s) to
jointly deliver the full-time provision i.e. 1 part-time teacher (0.5 FTE), 1
full-time Teaching Assistant, alongside the existing Local Authority
consultant team who will establish and manage the provision and jointly
provide a proportion of the teaching, at a cost of £42,000 which is
included within the £110,000 above;

(4) approve that any 2013/14 underspend associated with this service is
allocated back to the Dedicated Schools Grant reserve and earmarked to
support any unforeseen implications from the Children and Families Bill
in 2014/15, noting that this will be incorporated into the 2013/14 outturn
report.

45  ENSURING SAFETY AND COMPLIANCE ON SCHOOL VISITS

Alistair Conquer, Head of Education Partnerships, introduced the Sport, Outdoor
Learning and Adventure Services Manager’s report requesting a 6 month extension
to funding to enable the Education Partnerships advice service to become fully traded
from 1 September 2014.

RESOLVED to

(1) approve the £0.030 million funding of this service in 2014/15 from the
Statutory School Reserve (SSR), as detailed in section 5 of the report;

(2) note that any underspends that arise from 2013/14 against SSR
allocations will be carried forward into 2014/15;

(3) note the new charging mechanism that will be in place from 1 September
2014, detailed in paragraph 5.3 of the report.

46  EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

The Forum decided to exclude the public from the meeting during consideration of
the next agenda item in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government
Act 1972 on that basis that, having regard to all the circumstances, the public interest
in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the
information.

47 FUNDING TO SUPPORT AN EXPANDING SCHOOL

Jonny Kirk, Acting Service Manager, Access to Learning, introduced the Project
Manager, School Organisation’s report.

Representatives from the school were in attendance for this item.
RESOLVED to approve the recommendations in the report.

At this point the meeting became open to the public again.

6
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48 SUB-GROUP ESTABLISHMENT

Ceri Walters, Finance Business Partner, Children and Adults, introduced her report
requesting membership to establish a sub-group to review the factors to be used to
allocate the Dedicated Schools Grant to ensure that they are still fit for purpose.

RESOLVED to

(1) include Janet Molyneux as a member of the sub-group and request that
Mark Precious, Terry Smith and Chris Skeats also participate in the sub-

group,;

(2) note that Alistair Conquer or Tim O’Neill will provide officer
representation on the sub-group;

(3) note that the sub-group has no decision making powers and will make
recommendations which Schools Forum will have to formally approve at
a future meeting.

49  SCHOOL BUSINESS MANAGER GRANT 2014/15 UPDATE

This item was an update from the Department for Education that was for information
only.

50 SAVINGS TO EDUCATION SERVICES GRANT (ESG) FOR 15-16 DFE
CONSULTATION

This item was an update from the Department for Education that was for information
only.

51 EFFECTIVE EARLY ASSESSMENT FOR CHILDREN IN SCHOOLS

This item was deferred to the July meeting of the Forum.



